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More Shrubs That Can
Be Greenhouse Forced

Here are a few more varieties that will thrive on the bench.

by ALLAN M. ARMITAGE

N the last installment, I sorted
many common shrubs into “ease of
forcing” groups, based on charac-
teristics such as their visual impact
in a container and disease problems.
Group 1: Would not fit into a mixed
container program for the spring,
including those with no outstanding
features to their foliage or susceptible
to disease. Since flowers were only
formed on next year’s growth, forcing

Group 2: Will work for a spring pro-
gram, but with numerous problems such
as poor form, inconsistency of growth or
flowering or unstable variegation.

Group 3: These plants work in the
greenhouse, but require a bit more
time, more marketing, etc.

Group 4: Plants that are easily
forced and catch the eye. This group
proved to be the most uniform, most
colorful and most appealing to the
eye of the consumer.

We determined the need, if any, for

for flowers was out of the question. cold for all the shrubs brought into

Bendable, Continuous Roll, Twin-Walled

Greenhouse Covering

* DOUBLE-WALLED polyethylene for strength & durability
* Highly diffused light encourages vigorous plant growth

+ Easily bends around corners and over peaks

* Install horizontally or vertically

» Weathers hail and ice storms without bruising or tearing

Call for a FREE Sample
1-800-825-1925 ext. 608

4° X 1000’
rolls ~—

----------

...........

8-year
warranty!

www.farmwholesaleag.com

Robrick Nursery, Inc

‘Were Rooting for You™
Over 250 colorful varieties of vegetative liners.
Exceptionally high quality.
Southeast delivery available on our truck.
New introductions and unusual plants.

3025 SE 171st Street Hawthorne, FI 32640

1-877-627-4259 352-481-0190 (fax)
WWW.ROBRICK.COM
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the program and sensitivity, if any, to
photoperiod for many of them. Rooted
liners in 32 tray packs were subjected
to 33°F to 37°F in coolers for zero, four,
six, eight or 10 weeks. Photoperiod
treatments (long days or short days)
were provided after the plants were
removed from the cooler, planted in
gallon containers and placed on the
bench. The research was conducted on
many taxa over a period of three years.
No growth regulators were applied.

Here are a few others that fit in
Group 4. Due to funding limitations,
we did not look at them as closely as
other subjects. |

1. Buddleia ‘Peacock’”: Oﬁe (Jf the better
butterfly bushes we trialed.

z 34°E-37°F
.y values fol-
i lowed by

¢ the same
letter are not
significantly
11 | difterentat
Sl o f P-:GUS

Weeks to
finish

Weeks in |
coolerz

Comments: Cold not necessary, this
is one of the few shrubs that tflower
sufficiently on the bench. A short dura-
tion of cold reduced the bench time.

Recommendation: Receive plants in
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SHRUBS

November, cool for six weeks. Plant in

final containers and place on bench.
Results: A marketable plant will fin-

ish in 11 weeks in a gallon container.

2. Abelia ‘Silver Anniversary’: An ex-
cellent variegated shrub for the South.

The variegation is appealing and stable.
7 34 F-37°F |

Weeks to
finish

| Weeks in

0
cooler z o death
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y values followed by the same letter are not
-signiticantly different at p=0.05

Comments: Do not cool more than 6
- weeks, and if long crop time is accept-

e,

-our favorite shrubs, producing

,a:g_@"‘ti:‘ ﬂfhf :

able, do not cool at all. Cﬂﬂlmg I’ESuItS '
in rapid death.

Recommendation: Receive cuttmga '

in early November, transplant to final
containers and place on bench.
Result: A marketable plant appmxr

mately four to five months after plant-

ing in a 1-gallon container.
3. Kolkwitzia ‘Dream Catcher”: One of

pendulous stems of coppery

gold leaves. Very cold hardy.
-z 34°E-37°F
y values followed by the same let-
ter are not significantly different
at p=0.05

Comments: Plants require
cold or LD (data not shown).

Consistent quality and performance.

Whether premoistened or lightweight, Baccto
commercial mixes are precisely formulated,
screened, and blended with unique sphagnum
peat from our Michigan bogs. The result is quality
and consistency, every time. It’s a big part of what
makes Baccto a better variety of planting mix.

BACCT®

A better variety.

MicHicAN PEAT COMPANY
P.0. Box 980129 e Houstown, Texas 77098-0129 = 800/324-7328 = Fax 713/522-9060 = www.michiganpeat.com

@ 2008 MicHIGAN PEAT COMPANY
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Weeks of
cold

If provided with LD, little cold is
needed. However if LD are not pos-
sible, cold is required

Recommendations: Receive cut-
tings in November, place in cooler
for six weeks and then provide LD
(night break lighting) in the green-
house, or leave in cooler for eight
weeks if plants are to be grown
under natural winter days.

Results: A
W%EFS to marketable
finish plant in 12

weeks in a gal-
lon container.
In summary,
there are dozens
of shrubs that
can be grown in
the greenhouse.

There are many problems; probably

the most limiting is the lack of a con-
sistent supply of uniform cuttings.
This is where the research efforts
should be concentrated in the future.
These arficles demonstrably show
that forcing shrubs can be accom-
plished in a reasonable amount of

time. The selection is important, as

we have also shown that not all plants
lend themselves to these practices.
[ have no doubt the retail market

~ is ready for more shrubs than ever

before. With a proper marketing

~ program, good signage and a consis-
tent product, I see shrubs as the next

perennials. After all, they are simply
“perennials with bark.” GG

About the author: Allan Armitage is a
professor, Department of Horticulture,

- University of Georgia, Athens, Ga. E-mail

him at allan@greenhousegrower.com.
Armitage has conducted this research
with great help from Natalia Hamill,
Stephanie Anderson and Michael Plattner.
They would like to thank Proven Winners,

~ Bonsall, Calif,, and Spring Meadow
- Nursery, Grand Haven, Mich., for support-

ing this research.
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